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Draft Minutes

Third General Assembly of the European Platform on nuclear and radiological 

emergency preparedness response and recovery

Location: 
Glasgow, Scotland
Date:
Wednesday 15 May 2012

Participants:

J.O. Martins - APA (Portugal)

F. Gering - BfS (Germany)

C. Croteau and T. Schneider - CEPN (France)

M. Montero - CIEMAT (Spain)

S. Hoe - DEMA (Denmark)

K. Anderson - DTU (Denmark)

J. Kaulard - GRS (Germany)

A. Nisbet - HPA (United Kingdom)

W. Scheuermann - IKE (Germany)

S. Charron, O. Isnard and J.F. Lecomte - IRSN (France)

W. Raskob - KIT (Germany)

R. Heling - NRG (Netherlands)

F. Hardeman and C. Turcanu - SCK.CEN (Belgium)

R. Mustonen - STUK (Finland)

S. French - UoM (United Kingdom)

N. Papamichail - UoW (United Kingdom)

E. Gallego - UPM (Spain)

T. Duranova - VUJE (Slovak Republic)

Observers:

A. Blixt Buhr and K. Fritioff - Vattenfall (Sweden)

The NERIS General Assembly met for the third time in Glasgow, Scotland, 15 May 2012, at the occasion of the 13th IRPA Congress. 24 persons participated to the meeting.

The presentations made during the meeting are available on the NERIS Website:

http://www.eu-neris.net/index.php/operation/general-assembly/226-3rd-neris-general-assembly.html 

Raimo Mustonen opens the General Assembly at 12:30 pm, as Chairman of NERIS.

Review of the NERIS Platform activities

The NERIS Secretariat presents some information about the recent NERIS Platform activities. 

Members of the NERIS Platform

To date, 43 organisations from 22 countries have already joined the Platform
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Organisation of a RTD Workshop

A RTD (Research and Technology Development) Workshop has been organised to identify needs for further developments and address new and emerging challenges in the field of preparedness for nuclear and radiological emergency response and recovery. 35 participants from 13 different countries participated to this Workshop that took place on the 23rd of September in SCK.CEN, Brussels, Belgium. In order to address the different issues, especially after the Fukushima accident, the participants worked in break-out sessions focused on three different topics: 
Topic 1. New challenges in atmospheric & aquatic modelling - Needs for improvement 

Topic 2. New challenges for better dose assessments and decision support based on improved knowledge: source term, scenarios, etc. 

Topic 3. New challenges in stakeholder involvement and local preparedness and communication strategies 

This Workshop also enabled the NERIS community to identify issues at stake to answer to the new EURATOM Fission Call 2012.
Links with other networks

The NERIS Secretariat has established links with other European or international networks and organisations (ICRP, NEA through WPNEM and CRPPH, IAEA, etc.) to find common interests and to avoid work duplication.
- CRPPH/NEA:

At the occasion of the RTD Workshop, the CRPPH (NEA Committee on Radiation Protection and Public Health) provided information to the NERIS secretariat in order to present its work engaged following to the Fukushima accident. In addition, NEA participated to the 1st NERIS Workshop in February 2012.
- HERCA and European network on radioecology ‘Alliance’:

A meeting will be arranged to present the three networks activities (HERCA, Alliance and NERIS) and to see which type of cooperation could be of interest for these organisations.

Review of the NERIS-TP Project

The NERIS-TP project «Towards a self sustaining European Technology Platform (NERIS-TP) on Preparedness for Nuclear and Radiological Emergency Response and Recovery» is a 3 year research project under the European Commission’s 7th Framework Programme, EURATOM for Nuclear Research and Training Activities. It was launched in February 2011 and involves 19 organisations from 13 countries. The working program reflects the two objectives of the project that are on-going:

· Establishing a sustainable platform on emergency response and recovery preparedness. This objective is directly linked to the NERIS Platform operation and the establishment of the NERIS Platform association as a self-sustainable organisation,

· Research activities to improve emergency management on the local and the national level: ICRP recommendations implementation, preparedness at the local level, early notification systems, training, dissemination and demonstration activities.

Creation of the NERIS Platform Association
The participants unanimously adopted the proposed statutes and reviewed Terms of Reference, prepared by the NERIS secretariat, in order to create a Non Governmental Organisation, under the French Law of 1901. The General Assembly participants confirmed the adoption of the legal statute of the European NERIS Platform Association. 

All the participants validate the proposal to nominate the 8 following persons for the management board as representative of Colleges 1 and 2:

Kasper Anderson, DEMA, Denmark

Michel Cindro, SNSA, Slovenia

Tatiana Duranova, VUJE, Slovak Republic

Gilles Hériard Dubreuil, Mutadis, France 

Eduardo Gallego, UPM, Spain

Raimo Mustonen, STUK, Finland (President)
Deborah Oughton, UMB, Norway

Wolfgang Raskob, KIT, Germany

Thierry Schneider (CEPN, France) is also elected as member of the management board to represent the NERIS Platform Secretariat.

Furthermore, Frank Hardeman (SCK.CEN, Belgium) is unanimously elected President of the NERIS R&D Committee, by all the participants to the General Assembly and becomes member of the management board.

In order to manage the Association, Raimo Mustonen (STUK, Finland) and Thierry Schneider (CEPN, France) are unanimously elected as President and Secretary-Treasurer of the NERIS Platform. Raimo Mustonen declares the Association created and agrees to proceed with the Secretary, Thierry Schneider, to the declaration of the Association to the French administration in the coming weeks.

Views concerning the future NERIS activities

Strategic Research Agenda

The NERIS President, Mr. Raimo Mustonen (STUK) presented the Strategic Research Agenda (SRA). The SRA is a living document, i.e. all the remarks and proposals are welcomed and would be examined by the Management Board.

The General Assembly participants also agreed to mandate the NERIS R&D Committee to comment and make proposals for updating the SRA and discuss the link with other networks SRA (e.g. the SRA of HERCA).

Statutes of the NERIS Platform Association and Terms of Reference

As soon as the association will be registered, the organisations willing to become the supporting organizations of the NERIS Platform association would have the opportunity to sign the statutes. Then the organisations will be divided in two categories:

· The organizations Members of the NERIS Platform, signing the Terms of Reference.
· The supporting organizations of the NERIS Platform association, signing the Terms of reference and the association statutes. These organisations will have the possibility to vote during the General Assembly and would have the opportunity to be elected to the Management Board. In addition, in the future, these organisations would have reduced fees for the Workshops.
Financial aspects

The NERIS Secretariat proposed to have fees for the supporting organisations of the NERIS Platform association for 2013. The proposed amount is 1 k€ for college 1 and 300 € for college 2. It has to be noted that this amount could evolve during the upcoming years, especially after the end of the NERIS-TP project. The Management Board will discuss and approve - or not - this proposal. 
Creation of a new Working Group on the contaminated goods issues

During the RTD (Research and Technology Development) Workshop, the participants identified the contamination of goods as one of the issues to be further investigated in this field. As a consequence, Sylvie Charron (ISN) proposes to set up a specific Working Group on the contaminated goods issues.
The overall objective of the Working Group would be to contribute to the development of strategies, guidance and tools for the management of the contaminated products, in particular foodstuffs, taking into account the view points of producers, processing and retail industries and consumers. The reflection should take into account the experience of several countries after the accidents of Chernobyl and Fukushima.

The General Assembly unanimously decides to create this Working Group to address the ‘contaminated goods’ issues and nominates Sylvie Charron (IRSN) as chairperson of this Working Group. The first meeting will be organised during Autumn 2012 (25-26 October) in Paris, France.

Next venue

The General Assembly agreed to let the NERIS Management Board define the location and date of the 4th NERIS General Assembly.

The General Assembly ends at 2:30 pm.
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