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1. OPENING OF THE TWELFTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

The 15th NERIS General Assembly was held via online-meeting, on June 21st, 2024. 

Olivier Isnard welcomed and opened the General Assembly at 14:00 PM, as President of the NERIS 
Platform. The list of representatives participating at the General Assembly is provided in Annex 1 for 
the NERIS Bureau and Annex 2 for the NERIS Supporting Organisations. 

The president of the platform pointed out the context of emergency and preparedness radiation 
protection at the time of the meeting, with the invasion of Ukraine leading to new challenges in Europe 
and the launch of PIANOFORTE projects. 

The proposed agenda, in Annex 3, was adopted by the General Assembly. 

2. ANNUAL REPORT 

Olivier Isnard presented the main activities of the NERIS Platform for the year 2024. The full annual 
report presenting in detail the NERIS activities for 2024 can be downloaded on the NERIS website 
(https://eu-neris.net).  

} New membership: 

At the end of 2023, 65 organisations were members of NERIS with 26 Supporting Organisations and 
39 Members of the NERIS Platform (see Annex 1). In beginning of 2023, MUTADIS withdrew from 
Supporting Organisations since the cessation of its activities.The platform welcomed: 

- Canadian Nuclear Laboratories (CNL, Canada) as a new Supporting Organisation, 
- The Competence Center of the Federal Ministry of the Interior (CBRN CC BMI, Austria) and, 
- The Swedish academic initiative for radiation sciences and nuclear technology (SAINT, Sweden)  

as new Members of the platform. 

For further details, see the list in Annex 4.  

} For the year 2023, the president of the platform noted the main activities since the last General 
Assembly: 

o The organisation of the 8th NERIS Workshop as a satellite workshop of the ERPW in Dublin 
(Ireland), with 19 presentations dedicated to issues directly related to the NERIS SRA. It 
gathered around 80 participants. 
 

o Florian Gering (BfS), Damien Didier (IRSN) and Antony Bexon (UKHSA), as members of the 
NERIS R&D Committee and Management Board, chaired two ERPW sessions on 
Emergency Preparedness, Response and Recovery and Biodosimetry in Emergency 
Preparedness and Response. 

 

o The NERIS R&D Committee met online on 9 March 2023 to discuss cooperation within 
NERIS for participation in the first PIANOFORTE call. Several themes for responding to the 
call for projects emerged: Societal resilience, countermeasures, monitoring the availability 
of infrastructures in war situations; The challenges of modelling and the impact of nuclear 
detonations ; Citizen measurement of radioactivity in the environment following armed 
conflicts. This meeting provided an initial opportunity to identify the content of these 
proposals, and to set up a working group responsible for facilitating the answers to 
PIANOFORTE Call 1. 
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o The PIANOFORTE European Partnership launched its first call for proposals in May 2023, 
with a theme dedicated to the assessment and management of risks in scenarios of war, 
armed conflict or natural disasters. In this context, the NERIS platform has set up a 
temporary working group open to all its Supporting Organisations, to facilitate the drafting 
and formulation of proposals to be submitted before July 2023. 

 

o The Nuclear Energy Agency (NEA) and the Norwegian Radiation Safety Authority (DSA) 
jointly organised a workshop on “Radiological Protection During Armed Conflict” 22-24 
Nov. 2023 in Oslo (Norway), bringing together 130 experts from 28 countries, NGOs and 
international organisations. A thematic session of interest for the NERIS community 
focused on the response to radiological and nuclear emergencies during armed conflict. 

 

} Publications in 2023: 

o The 20th issue of the NERIS Newsletter was published in June 2023, and feedback from 
events throughout the year were published on the NERIS website. 
 

o In September 2023, the NERIS R&D Committee published a scientific paper in 
Radioprotection on the NERIS Roadmap, in Volume 58, Number 3, of July - September 
2023. It is available in open access with the following reference: 
https://doi.org/10.1051/radiopro/2023019 . 

 

} Activities of the ARGOS Users Group 

o Jan Pehrsson presented the activities of the ARGOS Users Group (AUG). He explained that 
in 2023, the group met with a workshop, with around 10 presentations from international 
homologues on a wide variety of topics.  

 

} For 2024, the president highlighted the following points as the main challenges: 

o For the ongoing PIANOFORTE 1st call, it is important for the community to continue to 
meet and cross-projects discussions for cooperation properly. For the 2nd Call, it is the 
community of the platform must continue its dynamic towards consortia to properly answer 
the call. 

 
o The community should also progress and build knowledge on growing and urgent topics 

linked with EP&R: armed conflicts, SMRs, challenges related to climate change. 
 

o The bureau will have to renew itself in 2025, Supporting Organisations should consider as 
soon as possible to provide candidates for the future Management Board. 

 
The annual report of the NERIS Platform for 2023 was adopted by the General Assembly. 

3. FINANCIAL ISSUES 

Deborah Oughton (NMBU) presented the main figures of the financial results for 2023 (workload days, 
costs and resources) as Treasurer of the NERIS Platform. The details of NERIS operating costs, resources 
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and the result for 2023 are available in Annex 5.1; the proposed budget for 2024 is available in Annex 
5.2. 

3.1. Results of 2023 

Deborah Oughton presented, for 2023 the expenditures, and the income provided mainly by the fees 
of the supporting organisations. The total of the expenditures is 41 457 € and the total of income is 
40 953,73 €. The lower income can be explained by the withdrawal of MUTADIS from the Supporting 
Organisations. This leads to a negative result for 2023 of -503,25 €. The accounts were audited and 
certified validated by an external account.  

The participants validated the financial results for 2023. 

3.2. Proposed budget for 2024 

For 2023, Deborah Oughton proposed the same distribution of workload. 

Costs would add up to 39 330 €, taking into account running costs, secretariat, contribution to ERPW, 
and in-kind costs for European Projects. Income would rise to 40 637 € from new Supporting 
Organsiation fees, European financial support and financial incomes. The result would be 1 307,50 €. 

For 2025, the same fees for the supporting organisations were proposed: 2 000€ for College 1 and 
1 000€ for College 2. 

The participants of the NERIS General Assembly validated the proposed budget for 2024 as well 
as the fees amount for 2025. 

4. ORGANISATION OF NERIS WORKSHOPS 

4.1. Organisation of the NERIS Workshop and ERPW 2024 

Antony Bexon (UKHSA) presented the update on the NERIS Workshop at the occasion of the upcoming 
ERPW in Rome (Italy), foreseen on 11th November 2024, which will revolve around the 3 topics 
PIANOFORTE projects launched in 2023 related to EPR&R : CITISTRA, PREDICT and RRADEW. 
 
Eymeric Lafranque (CEPN) and Antony Bexon (UKHSA), as members of ERPW 2024 Scientific 
Committee, presented updates on the organization of Emergency and Preparedness related sessions 
during the week, including a roundtable on the situation in Ukraine. Presentations coming from 
PIANOFORTE projects are expected as well as contributions from Supporting Organizations. 
 

4.2. Decision for future workshops 

The idea to separate future NERIS Workshop from ERPW was presented to the Supporting 
Organisations, as requested by some members of the platform. The main advantage would be to have 
more time for presentations and discussion, since the NERIS Workshop can only last a day or half a day 
when connected to ERPW. The main disadvantage is the potential limitation in participation given the 
rising costs of travelling and to choose between ERPW and the NERIS Workshop for organization that 
couldn’t afford both.  

At the time of this General Assembly, there is no clear orientation to discontinue the organization of 
NERIS Workshop as a satellite meeting of ERPW. Some members expressed interest while some other 
are not in favor. 



 

European Platform on Preparedness for Nuclear and Radiological 
Emergency Response and Recovery 
 

 

Page 5 / 15 

15th NERIS General Assembly 
Friday 21st June 2024 

Given this unclear orientation, the decision is that the Secretariat will share an form in September to 
collect NERIS Supporting Organisations' votes in favor or against separating future NERIS annual 
Workshops from the European Radiation Protection Week, and assess which organization could host 
the NERIS Workshop in 2025 if it should be separated from ERPW. 

5. INFORMATION ON PIANOFORTE CALLS AND PROJECTS 

Olivier Isnard (IRSN) informed participants on the status of the PIANOFORTE Call 2 with the ongoing 
discussion on topics to be proposed, in particular with a potential Small Modular Reactor EPR&R topic 
to be proposed.   at the time of the General Assembly with details on the schedule and let members 
of the platform present their commitment in current proposals.  

Concerning Topic 3 projects from PIANOFORTE Call 1, Pascal Crouail (CEPN) presented the goals and 
expected outcomes of the RRADEW project on resilience in wartime, and Clemens Woda (BfS) shared 
information concerning the PREDICT project on nuclear detonations. For CITISTRA, there was no 
representative available to share information on the ongoing project at the time of the General 
Assembly, but Marie Davidkova and Jan Helebrant (both SURO) informed the Secretariat they will 
participate to the NERIS Workshop in 2024 and provide information on the project at this time. 

6. CLOSING OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Olivier Isnard thanked all the participants, and invited the Management Board and R&D Committee to 
stay in contact up until the Workshop and ERPW for the preparation to PIANOFORTE calls. The General 
Assembly closed at 17:00. 
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Annex 1. List of Participants: NERIS Bureau 

 

 European Platform on Preparedness for Nuclear and  
Radiological Emergency Response and Recovery 

15th General Assembly 

 21st June 2024, 14.00-17.00 CET 

Via online-meeting 
 

Members of the Bureau of the NERIS Platform 

Olivier Isnard, IRSN Chair  

Florian Gering, BfS Vice-chair 
 

Pieter De Meutter, SCK CEN Secretary 

 

Deborah Oughton, NMBU  Treasurer  
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Annex 2. List of Participants: Supporting Organisations  

Supporting Organisation Represented by 

APA - Agencia Portuguesa do Ambiente (Portugal) Paulo Nunes 

BfS - Federal Office for Radiation Protection (Germany) Florian Gering 

CEPN - Nuclear Evaluation Protection Centre (France) Thierry Schneider 

CNL – Canadian Nuclear Laboratories Luke Lebel 

CIEMAT - Research Centre for Energy, Environment and 
Technology (Spain) 

Milagros Montero 

DSA - Norwegian Radiation and Nuclear Safety Authority 
(Norway) 

Astrid Liland 

DTU - Technical University of Denmark (Denmark) Kasper Andersson 

EPA - Environmental Protection Agency (Ireland)  

ENEA - Italian National Agency for New Technologies, 
Energy and Sustainable Economic Development (Italy) 

Ignazio Vilardi on behalf of 
Federico Rocchi 

FANC - Federal Agency of Nuclear Control (Belgium) 
Thibault Vanaudenhove on 
behalf of Geert Biermans 

IRSN - French Institute for Radiological Protection and 
Nuclear Safety (France) 

Olivier Isnard 

IST - Instituto Superior Técnico, the Lisbon School of 
Engineering, Science and Technology (Portugal) 

Mario Capucho dos Reis 

KIT - Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (Germany) Angelika Bohnstedt 

NCSRD - National Centre for Scientific Research 
"Demokritos" (Greece) 

Spyros Andronopoulos 

NCBJ - National Centre for Nuclear Research (Poland) 
Anna Wawrzyńczak-Szaban on 
behalf of Slawomir Potetmpski 

NMBU - Norwegian University of Life Sciences (Norway) Deborah Oughton 

PHE - Public Health England (United Kingdom) Antony Bexon 

PDC - Prolog Development Center (Denmark) Jan Perhsonn 

SCK.CEN - Belgian Nuclear Research Centre (Belgium) Pieter De Meutter 

SSM - Swedish Radiation Safety Authority (Sweden) Anna Maria Blixt Buhr 

STUK - Finnish Radiation and Nuclear Safety Authority 
(Finland) 

Tuomas Peltonen on behalf of 
Maarit Muikku 

SURO - National Radiation Protection Institute (Czech 
Republic) 

Irena Cespirova on behalf of Jan 
Helebrant 

Tecnatom (Spain) Rafael J. Caro 

UNIMI - University of Milan (Italy) Marie-Claire Cantone 

UPM - Universidad Politécnica de Madrid (Spain) 
Milagros Montero on behalf of 
Eduardo Gallego 
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Annex 3. Agenda of the 15th NERIS General Assembly 

 
 

 
15th NERIS General Assembly 

Friday 21st June 2024 
Online meeting 

 
 
- ANNUAL REPORT 
 

- Financial issues  
- Review of the Platform activities  
- Activities of the NERIS Working groups & Users Groups 

 
- ORGANISATION OF NERIS WORKSHOPS 
 

- Organisation of NERIS Workshop 2024 
- Decision for scheduling future NERIS Workshops 

 
- INFORMATION ON PIANOFORTE PROJECTS AND CALLS 
 
 
- OTHER ISSUES 
 

- Date and venue of the next General Assembly 
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Annex 4. NERIS membership at the time of the General Assembly (June 2023) 

Supporting Organisations 
 
1. AFCN FANC - Federal Agency of Nuclear Control (Belgium) 
2. APA - Agencia Portuguesa do Ambiente (Portugal) 
3. BfS - Federal Office for Radiation Protection (Germany) 
4. CEPN - Nuclear Evaluation Protection Centre (France) 
5. CIEMAT - Research Centre for Energy, Environment and Technology (Spain) 
6. CNL - Canadian Nuclear Laboratories (Canada) 
7. DEMOKRITOS - National Centre for Scientific Research "Demokritos" (Greece) 
8. DSA - Norwegian Radiation and Nuclear Safety Authority (Norway) 
9. DTU - Technical University of Denmark (Denmark) 
10. ENEA - Italian National Agency for New Technologies, Energy and Sustainable Economic 

Development (Italy) 
11. EPA - Environmental Protection Agency (Ireland) 
12. FOPH - Federal Office of Public Health, Radiological Protection (Switzerland) 
13. IRSN - French Institute for Radiological Protection and Nuclear Safety (France) 
14. IST- Instituto Superior Técnico, the Lisbon School of Engineering, Science and Technology 

(Portugal) 
15. KIT - Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (Germany) - 
16. NCBJ - National Centre for Nuclear Research (Poland) 
17. NMBU - Norwegian University of Life Sciences (Norway) 
18. PDC - Prolog Development Center (Denmark) 
19. SCK CEN - Belgian Nuclear Research Centre (Belgium) 
20. SSM- Swedish Radiation Safety Authority (Sweden) 
21. STUK - Finnish Radiation and Nuclear Safety Authority (Finland) 
22. SURO - National Radiation Protection Institute (Czech Republic) 
23. Tecnatom (Spain) 
24. UKHSA - Public Health England (United Kingdom) 
25. UNIMI - University of Milan (Italy) 
26. UPM- Universidad Politécnica de Madrid (Spain) 
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Members in 2022 
 
27. AgroParisTech - Paris Institute of Technology for Life, Food and Environmental Sciences (France) 
28. AIT - Austrian Institute of Technology (Austria) 
29. ANCCLI - National Association of Liaison Committee (France) 
30. ASN - French Safety Authority (France) 
31. BIR - Bundeswehr Institute of Radiobiology (Germany) 
32. CBRN CC BMI – CBRN Competence Center of the Federal Ministry of the Interior (Austria) 
33. DEMA - Danish Emergency Management Agency (Denmark) 
34. DZZZ - Office for Radiological and Nuclear Safety (Croatia) 
35. EVIRA - Finnish Food Safety Authority (Finland) 
36. GRS - Gesellschaft für Anlagen und Reaktorsicherheit (Germany) 
37. Hungarian Academy of Sciences Centre for Energy Research (Hungary) 
38. Institute of Environmental Geochemistry under NAS (Ukraine) 
39. IFIN HH - National Institute of Physics and Nuclear Engineering (Romania) 
40. IRB - Ruđer Bošković Institute (Croatia) 
41. ISGlobal - Barcelona Institute for Global Health - (Spain) 
42. JSI - Jozeph Stefan Institute (Slovenia) 
43. ISP NPP - Institute for Safety Problems of Nuclear Power Plants (Ukraine) 
44. ISS - Istituto Superiore di Sanità (Italy) 
45. KWR - Watercycle Research Institute (Netherlands) 
46. MBS - University of Manchester (United Kingdom)  
47. NAEA - National Atomic Energy Agency (Poland) 
48. NPP-OSI -NPP Operation Support Institute (Ukraine) 
49. NRG - Nuclear Research and Consultancy Group (Netherlands)  
50. PMA - Pays de Montbéliard Agglomération (France) 
51. Regional Environmental Center (Slovenia) 
52. RIKILT - Institute of Food Safety (Netherlands) 
53. RIVM - National Institute for Public Health and the Environment (Netherlands) 
54. SAINT - Swedish academic initiative for radiation sciences and nuclear technology (Sweden) 
55. SCN - Institute for Nuclear Research (Romania) 
56. SNSA - Slovenian Nuclear Safety Administration (Slovenia) 
57. SSTC NRS - State Scientific and Technical Center for Nuclear and Radiation Safety (Ukraine) 
58. TRPA - Taiwan Radiation Protection Association (Taiwan) 
59. UBB - University babes-Bolyai (Romania) 
60. UCEWP - Ukrainian Center of Environmental and Water Projects (Ukraine) 
61. UJV Rez, as - Nuclear Research Institute Rez (Czech Republic) 
62. UOI - University of Ioannina (Greece) 
63. UV - University of Valencia (Spain) 
64. UVM.BWL - Ministerium für Umwelt, Naturschutz und Verkehr Baden-Württemberg (Germany) 
65. VUJE - Nuclear Power Plants Research Institute (Slovakia) 
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Annex 5. NERIS Financial issues 
Annex 5.1 Operating costs, resources and result for 2023 
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Annex 5.2 Expectations for 2024 
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